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The concept of Romance in the work of Edgar Poe
Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Edgar Allan Poe is a romantic and gothic author. He is classified to be a romance author for his numerous works in the literature which focuses more on emotions than intelligence(Quinn, 5). These kinds of authors tend to involve the readers in the real emotions of the story. He has less place of art in his work. However, for being a gothic author, he is unable to fit in the outside world and especially due to his sensitive character. A perfect example of a display of romance and gothic characteristics among his work is best seen in the Tell-Tale Heart story and The Black Cat story.
The Tell-Tale Heart story by Edgar Allan Poe is a story of an unnamed narrator who tries to explain and justify his sanity to the audience. The narrator of this story is the protagonist. The gender is also unknown. The narrator stalks an old man and eventually kills this innocent old man for feeling mad due to his appearance. The narrator says he is very nervous. From this, we can deduce that he could be ill psychologically after killing the old man. He is also sick physically for he says that his senses were sharped because of a disease he had (Koster, 8).

One of the primary features of romance in this story is where he favors the emotions over facts in the story he can express how the narrator loved the old man very dearly. He succeeds to make the readers understand that and know the emotions felt by the protagonist. However, he also despised the weird eye of this old man. He decides to kill him, and he is even calm when doing it. However, in all this, the only knowledge we have is of this narrator, are the emotions towards the old man. We don't know anything about the narrator not to mention the gender. It is therefore obvious that the Edgar favors emotions over the facts in this story. 
Additionally, the romance described in this story is dark romanticism. The story is about horror and terror, but the story has explained the kind of eerily. In dark romanticism, there is evil involved which will lead to self-destruction. It is clear that, as much as the narrator loved this old man, there was an evil mind involved which leads to killing the man he loved. This action rendered him crazy which was his self-destruction. The story relates more to dark romanticism since the narrator only went to the room of the old man at night. Also, the only man could only be seen when it was dark. 
In the story of The Black Cat, Edgar can explain the concept of dark romanticism. In this theme, the emotions of the characters are prioritized before facts and logic. Edgar revolves around the resonance of the storyteller with his married woman and pets. From an early age, the unnamed narrator has a sincere love for animals. In the story, he confesses f his dearly love to dogs and cats cat (Poe, Andrej & Aleš, 28). The narrator says that he respects mostly the kind of fidelity to gain from animals unlike with fellow men. 

Additionally, the unnamed narrator is said to have married his wife at an early age. He introduces the wife to his domestic animals. The narrator expresses his passion for owning these animals to his wife. The narrator has a black cat called Pluto which he loves among monkey, rabbits, dogs, goldfish, and birds. Although the narrator loves Pluto, one night a heavy drink, he returned home, and he vengefully grasps Pluto in believe that the cat has been avoiding him. After the cat bites him back, the narrator gets to his pocket and takes a pen knife which he uses it to pluck out the eye of his most loved cat. He wakes up in the morning feeling regretful of his actions only that he cannot reverse them (Quinn, 33).
Furthermore, one day the narrator and his wife while descending into a cellar of their house, he notices that the cat follows them. He trips over that cat and while enraged, he uses an axe to attack the cat where the wife gets in between and defends the cat (Poe, Andrej & Aleš, 18). The narrator turns his rage towards his beloved wife and hits her with it on the head. He later hides her body in a tomb. Later the body of his wife is found along with the missing cat.
In summary, the theme of dark romanticism is clear where an author favors emotions over facts or logic. It focuses more on punishment, judgment, self-destruction and human fallibility. In the work of Edgar in the story of The Black Cat and Tell-Tale Heart story, he shows how the character loves and however the much love they hold for someone or something, they later kill it or them and regrets later. In Tell-Tale Heart story, the unnamed narrator kills an innocent man he claims to love while in the story of The Black Cat, the unnamed narrator also kills not only his beloved cat-Pluto but also murders his wife. In the two stories, the unnamed writers regret their action which is a sign that there is a human soul in them where their situation is sorrowfully described.
Work cited
Koster, Donald N. "POE, ROMANCE AND REALITY." ATQ 19.1 (1973)
Poe, Edgar Allan, Andrej Arko, and Aleš Berger. Edgar Allan Poe. Sterling Publishing Company, 1995.
Quinn, Arthur Hobson. Edgar Allan Poe: a critical biography. JHU Press, 1997.
